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Overview

• Present operating environment

• EPA Victoria’s response to the operating 
environment 

• EPA Victoria’s future direction



Present operating environment

• Community expectation: 74% of Victorians 
consider the environment to be an important 
issue

• Government expectation: Victorian 
Government has made a strong commitment 
to sustainability – Sustainable State, DSE, etc.

• Market expectation: Growth in the SRI 
market, greening distribution channels 

• Corporate expectation: 73% of Company 
Directors from Global 1000 companies think 
that Sustainable Development is a significant 
issue (Ernst & Young, 2002)



Beyond Compliance…



EPA’s approach
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Environment Improvement Plans



Neighbourhood Environment 
Improvement Plans

Anglesea Primary School children articulating their visions for Anglesea



Alternative Sentencing Laws



Programs  - fuel storage

Guidelines for underground petroleum 
storage systems  

– Address a major risk to the environment
– Introduced in February 2003
– Worked closely with industry during development 

including AIP, VACC, APADA and PICA
– First Australian environment agency to produce 

guidelines for underground storage tanks and 
associated piping



Programs – waste management

• Avoidance, re-use and recycling of 
waste a key priority for 
Government 

• EcoRecycle Victoria  - a Solid 
Waste strategy for Commercial 
and Industrial waste 

• EPA is driving improved 
management of hazardous waste 
through waste avoidance, 
appropriate classification, and 
safe long-term containment

• EPA continues to enforce strict 
regulatory controls to ensure the 
safe transport of hazardous waste

• Working with water retailers to 
pursue reductions in trade waste



Programs – diesel emissions

• New in service emission standards for 
diesel vehicles in Victoria

• Key is vehicle maintenance in 
accordance with manufacturer’s 
specifications

• “Eco-maintenance” program conducted 
by EPA to raise awareness about 
standards and identify industry training 
needs

• Smoky vehicle spotting program



Future Directions…



Industry & EPA 

• Environmental management systems 
and auditing to maintain and improve 
performance 

• Move focus beyond individual premises 
and vehicles

• Innovative ways to use resources more 
efficiently in the provision of more 
sustainable products and services 



Our Ecological Footprint



Sustainability Covenants

VicSuper’s Sustainability Covenant Signing Ceremony 



Future Direction
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